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“Bob” Burger for his leadership, determination
and dedication as a community leader in To-
ledo, Ohio.

Bob Burger, “Mr. Neighborhood,” who re-
cently turned 80 years old, has given unself-
ishly of his time and ability to help rebuild and
revitalize our city, particularly the East Toledo
neighborhoods. Beginning in his home com-
munity of East Toledo and then extending his
reach for community betterment city wide, he
started this quest back in 1972 when he
founded River East Associates and served as
its first president. Mr. Burger also played a
major part in the creation of River East Revi-
talization Corporation in 1974; that organiza-
tion helped create a comprehensive plan for
redevelopment of East Toledo’s main business
district along Main Street, Front Street and
Starr Avenue.

Mr. Burger is particularly well known in our
community as a director of the Neighborhood
Improvement Foundation of Toledo, Incor-
porated (NIFTI) from 1978 through 1994. He is
also well known in our community as a vet-
erans leader. He is currently commander of
the Arthur Daly American Legion Post 334 and
he previously served as commander of the
Veterans of Foreign War Post 2510 in 1974
and 1975.

No one of us can ask more than to be given
the years to do good for others. Bob Burger's
patriotic dedications have yielded exactly
that—and inspired an entire city to take hold
of itself and transform it parcel by parcel,
block by block into the Toledo for tomorrow.
The power of his gentle personality, his kind-
ness, skill, and vision have helped enlarge
and build forward a real ethic of community in
Toledo. How fortunate we are.

Such are his contributions to our community
that Toledo City Council has begun the proc-
ess of renaming a portion of Starr Avenue as
“Bob Burger Avenue,” which is only appro-
priate because it is located in the heart of the
River East Main business district that Mr.
Burger has done so much to promote and ad-
vance. For his part in revitalizing one of our
great communities, | wish to recognize the
contributions of Robert Burger and congratu-
late him on having a street renamed in his
honor. It is particularly appropriate to name a
major arterial in his home community in his
honor for surely he has been a lifeline to the
citizens of the community.
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Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, as | rise
today to celebrate National Nurses Week, May
6-12, 2005, | would like to start off by reciting
a passage of a poem written for Florence
Nightingale—the original nurse who began the
revolution that would bring us the health care
we know today:

Now God sent this woman to succour the
brave

Some thousands she saved from an untimely
grave

Her eyes beam with pleasure, she’s boun-
teous and good

The wants of the wounded are by her under-
stood.
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Mr. Speaker, while this poem was a dedica-
tion to the care and ease the “Lady-in-Chief’,
as Florence Nightingale was called during the
Crimean War, brought to the soldiers as they
laid in pain, it can easily be applied to the
nurses that are thoughtfully attending to the
needs of the sick and wounded today.

From a mere ache in the neck, to recovery
after surgery, nurses are the ones who are
consistently by their patients’ side, taking care
of their daily needs. By the time a patient
leaves, his or her nurse will know not just
what the patient needs in order to complete
his or her medical treatment, but what makes
the patient laugh and what makes the patient
cry. A great nurse makes the difference be-
tween a tolerable stay in the hospital and en-
durable pain, or an insufferable wait and ex-
cruciating agony.

Today, our country relies on the tender care
of 2.4 million nurses, who are truly the silent
heroes of our health care system. Their di-
verse occupation provides comfort to women
and men of all ages, illnesses, and profes-
sions, beginning from their first day on earth to
their very last. Nurses across this country de-
serve the same support and consideration as
they have given to us, and as | stand here
today to honor their tireless work and selfless
acts.

Mr. Speaker, | also ask my colleagues to
join me in giving their undivided attention to
the crisis of nurse shortage in our nation.

Mr. Speaker, as health care costs continue
to rise, and as the number of uninsured has
climbed to its highest number ever of 45 mil-
lion Americans, nurses across this country are
being overstretched and underappreciated.
Consequently, the backbone of our health
care system is starting to falter, as the number
of registered nurses drops to its slowest
growth rate since 1980.

Enroliments in nursing schools are not
meeting the demands of the population, and
job burnout is causing current nurses to leave
the profession. According to the June 2001
issue of TrendWatch published by the Amer-
ican Hospital Associations, 75 percent of va-
cancies in hospitals nationwide are nursing
positions.

Mr. Speaker, for the first time in history, the
nurses of our country are suffering in a
wounded profession. Let us work together to
ensure that incentives are provided so that the
younger generation considers becoming a part
of one of the oldest and most venerable pro-
fessions again. Let us be at the side of our
nurses as they are at our side during our time
of need.

It took nurses 29 years before they were
able to get a week of recognition for all of the
hard work they put into our society year-round.
Let us make sure it doesn’t take another 29
years before we start tending to the needs of
their profession. They need more training,
more research and more resources—I| hope
our budgets begin to reflect these priorities.

Lastly, | want to recognize our colleagues
who served as nurses prior to joining us in the
House of Representatives—EDDIE BERNICE
JOHNSON, Lois CAPps and CAROLYN MCCAR-
THY. | applaud your tireless work in raising
nursing issues to a level of national signifi-
cance, thereby improving our nation’s
healthcare delivery system.
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Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, | would like to ask
my colleagues here in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in congratulating Mr.
Maurizio Izzi of Rome, ltaly, and in welcoming
him as he becomes a fellow American citizen.
On May 11, 2005, Mr. Izzi will take the oath
of allegiance at Faneuil Hall in Boston. On
Saturday, May 14, family and friends will gath-
er to celebrate this milestone in Mr. 1zzi’s life.

Mr. 1zzi follows in the tradition of his great
aunt, Maria Valente, who became a citizen in
1961 and now resides in Arlington, Massachu-
setts. In the year 2000, Mr. Izzi took his first
job in the United States at the Empire State
Building as a Configuration Management Con-
sultant. On May 20, 2000, he married his love-
ly and charming wife, the former April
Peloquin. They now reside in Hopedale, Mas-
sachusetts.

Mr. Speaker, we are all fortunate to live in
this land of opportunity, and Mr. Izzi embodies
the qualities that have made our nation great:
a spirit of perseverance, industriousness, de-
votion to family and love of country. It is a
pleasure to welcome him as a fellow American
citizen.

IN HONOR OF MR. JOHN PEDRO
HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
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Wednesday, May 11, 2005

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of California Highway Patrol Offi-
cer John Pedro, an influential member of the
Santa Cruz community. On June 3, 2002, Offi-
cer Pedro was tragically killed in a traffic colli-
sion that occurred while attempting to overtake
and initiate an enforcement stop on a vehicle.
Officer Pedro is survived by his wife Colleen,
daughter Sara, mother, Kay and sisters, Kathy
and Tammy.

Officer Pedro was born in Watsonville, CA
on June 17, 1965 and graduated from
Watsonville High School in 1983. He obtained
an Associate of Arts Degree in Liberal Arts
and Music. Officer Pedro joined the United
States Military as an Army Reservist in 1989.
He subsequently transferred to the Air Force
Reserves in 1991. While playing trombone for
the Air Force Band, he met the love of his life,
Colleen. Officer Pedro married Colleen on
March 27, 1993. They were soon blessed by
the birth of their daughter, Sara, on March 19,
2000.

Officer Pedro entered the California High-
way Patrol Academy on July 31, 1989 and
graduated on December 21, 1989. His first as-
signment was with the San Jose CHP. He
also worked in the Redwood City CHP, Hay-
ward CHP, Coastal Division, Gilroy Inspection
Facility, and Santa Cruz CHP. Throughout his
career as an officer, Officer Pedro had always
expressed a desire to develop his expertise in
the field of commercial vehicles, specifically
focusing on highway safety and enforcement.

Mr. Speaker, | am joined by Officer Pedro’s
family and fiends to honor his life and con-
tributions to the community. In appreciation for
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